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WALSH-HEALEY EXEMPTION GRANTED 


Applies to Futures Purchases of Canned Fruits 
and Vegetables in 1941 


All Government contracts for futures purchases of speci- 
fied canned fruits and vegetables let on or before December 
31, 1941, will be exempt from the provisions of Section 1 of 
the Walsh-Healey Act, relating to the eight-hour day, accord- 
ing to an order issued June 9 by the Secretary of Labor. The 
order applies to all futures of the specified canned commodi- 
ties contracted for by any Government department. 


The exemption was made on the basis of a report and 
recommendations by L. Metcalfe Walling, administrator of 
the Division of Public Contracts of the Department of Labor, 
to whom the War Department had submitted a finding that 
inclusion in the contracts of the representations and stipula- 
tions of Section 1 of the Walsh-Healey Act would seriously 
impair the conduct of Government business, 


In conformity with a recommendation by Administrator 
Walling, a committee will be appointed to study and make 
recommendations for a solution of the 1942 pack problem. 
This committee will be composed of representatives of the 
War and Navy Departments, the Office of Production Man- 
agement, the National Canners Association, the American 
Federation of Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions, and the Department of Labor. 


The official announcement of the exemption by the Secre- 
tary of Labor, dated June 9, is as follows: 


The Secretary of War having requested that an exemption 
be granted under Section 6 of the Walsh-Healey Public Con- 
tracts Act (49 Stat. 2036), hereinafter called the Act, per- 
mitting the award of contracts for futures purchases of 
canned fruits and vegetables of the varieties named in the 
attached list, hereby made a part of this order, for the 
remainder of the year 1941, without the inclusion in the 
contracts of any of the representations and stipulations of 
Section 1 of the Act; and 


The Secretary of War having made written finding that 
the inclusion in the contracts for futures purchases of canned 
fruits and vegetables of the varieties named in the attached 
list for the balance of the year 1941 of the representations 
and stipulations of Section 1 of the Act will seriously impair 
the conduct of Government business; and 


Opportunity for hearing in this matter having been afforded 
to all interested parties and there being presently no objec- 
tion of record to the granting of such exemption; and the 
American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial 

ganizations having indicated of record their opinion that 
the exemption should be granted; and 

lt appearing that justice and the public interest will be 
served thereby, 

_L hereby exempt, pursuant to the powers vested in me by 
Section 6 of the Act, all contracts for futures purchases of 
canned fruits and vegetables of the varieties named in the 


attached list let on or before December 31, 1941, from the 


requirement that there be included therein the representa- 
tions and stipulations of Section 1 of the Act. 


The canned fruits and vegetables subject to the exemption 
from the provisions of the Walsh-Healey Public Contracts 
Act in contracts for futures purchases are: Apples, apple- 
sauce, apricots, asparagus, beans, lima; beans, string (or 
snap); beets, blackberries, blueberries (huckleberries), 
carrots, catsup, cherries, corn, figs, fruit cocktail, grapefruit, 
grapefruit juice, grapes, various; loganberries, peaches, 

ars, peas, pineapple, plums, prunes, fresh; pumpkin, rasp- 

rries, sauce, chili; spinach, squash, tomato juice, tomato 
puree, and tomatoes. 


The report and recommendation of Administrator Walling 
on the request for the exemption follows: 


Pursuant to notice duly issued, a hearing was held before 
me in Washington, D. C., on January 18, 1941, to take testi- 
mony on the question as to whether or not the Secretary of 
Labor should, on the request of the Secretary of War, grant 


(Continued on next page) 


CAN SIZE BILL INTRODUCED 


New Sauthoff Standardization Measure Is Referred 
to House Committee 


A new can size bill was introduced in the House on June 
11 by Representative Sauthoff of Wisconsin, who for a num- 
ber of years has advocated Federal regulation and standardi- 
zation of the sizes of canned fruit and vegetable containers. 
The bill, H. R. 5029, has been referred to the House Com- 
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, the same Com- 
mittee that held hearings in March, 1938 on a somewhat 
different proposal submitted by Mr. Sauthoff to fix certain 
standards of dimension and capacity for metal canned fruit, 
vegetable, and milk containers. The bill is not the proposal 
recommended by the National Conference of Weights and 
Measures Officials at its recent annual meeting, the provisions 
of which were noted in last week's INrormation Letter. 

The new Sauthoff bill states “that in the interest of na- 
tional defense, to conserve the use of strategic materials 
... it is necessary to establish certain sizes, dimensions, 
and capacities for containers of canned fruits and vegetables 
with a view of preventing fraud and deception in the sale of 
such commodities by prohibiting the manufacture, sale, ship- 
ment, or use of containers that are not of the sizes, dimensions, 
and capacities prescribed herein”. The bill would apply only 
to metal cans. 

The sizes of cylindrical containers enumerated in the 
bill start with a 202 x 204 and include the 8Z short, 
No. 1 pienic, No. 1 tall, No. 2, No. 2 tall, No. 24, No. 3, 
No. 5, No. 10, and the No. 12 or gallon can. Two rectilinear 
containers would be authorized by the measure, the No. 1 
square and the No. 24% square. It would be illegal to use 
any other size metal container, according to the bill, unless 
special approval had been granted by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, 
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Under the proposed law, the Secretary of Agriculture 
would be authorized to approve can sizes other than those 
mentioned in the bill, when by reason of the inherent char- 
acteristics of a product, it cannot be properly packed in the 
enumerated sizes. Before approving additional sizes of con- 
tainers, the Secretary would be required to “determine 
whether such additional sizes are necessary to facilitate the 
marketing of canned fruits and vegetables, and that such 
additional sizes do not so closely approximate any size herein 
prescribed or any size... (previously) approved . . . as 
not to be readily distinguishable and will not be deceptive in 
appearance to the consumer.” A further provision of the 
bill would prohibit the approval of a container so constructed 
that the bottom or top is raised or lowered more than neces- 
sary to effect proper closure. 

Anyone violating the provisions of the bill would be sub- 
ject to a fine of not more than $500 and containers of an 
illegal size would be subject to seizure and confiscation, 
whether filled or unfilled. The contents of filled containers, 
according to the bill, could be salvaged upon request of the 
owner, 


CANNER’S PAYROLL RECORDS 


Should Show Wage-Hour Inspectors Which of 2 
Exemptions He Is Taking 


Time will be saved in inspection if payroll records of can- 
ners show, week by week, under which of the two exemptions 
from the Federal 40-hour week they are operating, during 
that particular week, General Philip B. Fleming, administra- 
tor of the Wage and Hour Division, suggested this week. 

Two kinds of hours exemptions, totalling 28 weeks in all, 
are available to canners of perishable fruits and vegetables 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act, and General Fleming's 
statement was issued to make sure that the arrival of in- 
spectors during the current compliance drive would not find 
payroll records so indefinite as to necessitate a return inspec- 
tion. 

The two exemptions, General Fleming explained, are for 
periods of 14 weeks each. The first, contained in the statute 
itself, permits employers to work their employees an un- 
limited number of hours for 14 weeks in any calendar year 
without regard to the overtime provisions of the law. The 
second period, granted as a “seasonal” exemption, allows a 
12-hour day or a 56-hour week, and requires that work in 
excess of these limits be paid for at not less than time and 
a half the regular hourly rate of pay. Neither exemption re- 
laxes the minimum wage requirement of 30 cents an hour. 

General Fleming also said that inspectors were reporting 
illegal deductions from the wages of cannery workers. 

“Many employees in canning plants,” he said, “especially 
those actually handling food products, are required to wear 
uniforms. A number of employers have been making wage 
deductions for these uniforms either as outright sale charges 
er as rental or laundering charges. Since the nature of the 
business requires that these uniforms be worn, they seem 
as much a part of the employer's responsibility as his kettles, 
can-closing machinery, and the like. Deductions from em- 
ployees’ wages for these purposes are illegal if they affect the 
minimum wage or overtime compensation required to be paid 
under the Act.” 


WALSH-HEALEY EXEMPTION GRANTED 
(Continued from first page) 


an exemption under Section 6 of the Walsh-Healey Public 
Contracts Act (49 Stat. 2036), hereinafter called the Act, 
permitting the award of contracts for futures purchases of 
canned fruits and vegetables of the varieties named in the 
attached list without the inclusion in the contracts of the 
representations and stipulations of Section 1 of the Act. 


The request of the War Department was denied in my 
decision of January 30, 1941, without prejudice, solely be- 
cause of the inability at that time of the War Department 
to make the finding required by Section 6 of the Act that 
the inclusion of the representations and stipulations of 
Section 1 of the Act in the contracts for which exemption 
was sought would seriously impair the conduct of Govern- 
ment business. The Secretary of War has renewed under 
date of May 29, 1941, the request for exemption for the 
remainder of the year 1941 and has made written finding 
that the inclusion in contracts for which exemption is sought 
for the balance of the year 1941 of the representations and 
stipulations of Section 1 of the Act will seriously impair the 
conduct of Government business. The finding sets forth that 
in the nature of canning operations there must be consider- 
able overtime in certain seasons. Furthermore, because the 
Army buys only choice and extra-standard grades which 
nevertheless go through the cannery at the same time as the 
other qualities, there is no possibility of segregating the 
operations on the War Department contracts with the result 
that the canners can not pay overtime on the War Depart- 
ment pack without seriously impairing the opportunity to 
compete on commercial orders or orders otherwise not subject 
to the provisions of the Act. It is found to be imperative that 
the Army deal directly with the canners and in advance of 
the pack because of its specialized requirements as to size 
and quality. 


The hearing on January 18, 1941, was reported and the 
transcript is a part of the record in this proceeding as is 
the finding of the Secretary of War in this matter, which find- 
ing has been made available to all interested parties. 


Labor Approves Granting of Exemption 


The American Federation of Labor and the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, both of which were present at the 
hearing on January 18, 1941, and both of which made record 
of their opposition to the granting of the exemption requested 
by the War Department, have advised me that in the light 
of the imperative needs of the Army for canned fruits and 
vegetables of the varieties mentioned in the attached list, 
and the difficulty which the Army is experiencing in pur- 
chasing such commodities, they have withdrawn their 
opposition and now approve the granting of the exemption. 

laving carefully weighed and considered all the facts 
and argument presented at the hearing and in the finding 
of fact made by the Secretary of War, I have concluded that 
the exemption should be issued as requested, and | s0 
recommend to the Secretary of Labor. I am greatly influ: 
enced in this recommendation by the following facts: 


I am impressed by the fact that the War Department ad- 
vises me that this request for exemption is based altogether 
upon the exigencies of the particular situation and is in no 
wise to be considered as a preliminary to or a precedent for 
requests for a general departure from the labor standards 
as set forth in Section 1 of the Act. I am advised that the 
War Department, pursuant to the powers vested in it by the 
defense legislation to negotiate its contracts, if this exemp- 
tion be granted will, as a matter of policy, include voluntarily 
in such contracts, all the labor standards of Section 1 of the 
Act with the exception of the requirement of the payment 
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of time and one-half for all hours over eight per day or 
40 per week. 


| am also impressed by the fact that the granting of the 
exemption will not seriously impair the interests of labor 
because of the situation described by the War Department in 
its finding of fact and known by me as a result of the hearing 
to exist in the industry, namely, the fact that most of the 
canned fruits and vegetables which will be subject to this 
exemption if granted have heretofore been purchased from 
stock already canned and so not subject to the Act as far 
as the canning operations are concerned. 


Joint Study Committee to be Appointed 


I have likewise been drawn to the conclusion that the 
public interest will best be served by the granting of this 
exemption because of the fact that the American Federation 
of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations have 
after fully considering the War Department's request for 
exemption indicated of record that they have withdrawn all 
opposition that they have heretofore expressed to the grant- 
ing of this exemption. The patriotic spirit of cooperation 
manifest in the agreement by labor to the exemption has 
heen expressed in the suggestion that a committee be ap- 
pointed to study and make recommendations for a solution 
of the 1942 pack problem. The suggestion is that the 
committee be composed of representatives of the War and 
Navy Departments, the Office of Production Management, 
the National Canners Association, the American Federation 
of Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organizations and the 
Department of Labor. I shall take steps to arrange this 
committee immediately on the granting of this exemption. 


It has been the suggestion of labor that the exemption be 
limited to a 14-week period for each item. This would be 
impracticable for the reason that the season varies in dif- 
ferent parts of the country and the procurement procedure 
would be complicated by the necessity to decide in the case 
of each contractor and each item whether the exemption 
applied. Furthermore, I am satisfied that the interests of 
labor are as fully protected by an unqualified exemption as 
hy a 14-week limitation because the peak period of pack for 
these items does not exceed 14 weeks. 

In the light of the foregoing it is my recommendation that 
the Seeretary of Labor, pursuant to the powers vested by 
Section 6 of the Act, exempt all futures contracts for fruits 
and vegetables of the varieties named in the attached list from 
the requirement that there be included therein the represen- 
tations and stipulations of Section 1 of the Act. 


Descriptive Label Data Sheets Mailed 


Label data sheets were mailed out this week to all packers 
of the following canned products: 


Apricots, asparagus, green or wax beans, lima beans, beets, 
carrots, red sour cherries, sweet cherries, corn, peaches, pears, 
peas, sweet potatoes and tomatoes. Mailing also will be made 
shortly to wholesalers who prepare their own labels. Prepara- 
tion of the data sheets is a continuous program and other 
canned commodities will be covered in future mailings. 

These data sheets summarize the Government requirements 
as to labeling under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and 
the Association’s recommended descriptive terms, and they 
offer suggestions for the consumer panel. From them a com- 
plete descriptive label can be constructed. The sheets were 
accompanied by the bulletin of the Labeling Committee 
which illustrates and describes how this may done. 

Anyone who has labels or is designing them may receive 
copies of the individual commodity data sheets and the 
bulletin by addressing the Association. 


LEND-LEASE FOOD ALLOCATIONS 


Weekly Record of Department of Agriculture 
Puchases of Selected Commodities 


The President, in making public this week his first report 
to Congress of operations under the Lend-Lease Act, dis- 
closed that $51,884,000 had been allocated up to May 31 
for the acquisition and transfer of foodstuffs for the aid of 
democracies and that agricultural products valued at $7,998,- 
261.67 have been transferred out of lend-lease appropriations 
for that purpose. The allocation of $51,884,000 for foodstuffs 
provides for $31,658,000 for dairy products and eggs; 
$6,055,400 for meat, fish, and fowl; $5,960,000 for fruits, 
vegetables, and nuts; $3,090,000 for grain and cereal prod- 
ucts; $3,577,000 fer lard, fats, and oils; and $1,543,600 for 
other unclassified foodstuffs, according to the President's 
report. The sum of $3,000,000 has been allocated for agri- 
cultural products other than foodstuffs. 


Purchases with these funds are made by the Department 
of Agriculture through the Surplus Marketing Administration 
and its action arm, the Federal Surplus Commodities Corpora- 
tion. For the last six weeks the Association has noted in 
the Inronmation Letter the purchases made by these 
agencies of selected commodities during the week and since 
March 15. These figures, however, in no way indicate the 
amount that has been purchased of any commodity for the 
lend-lease account. In addition to making lend-lease pur- 
chases, these agencies of the Department buy for direct relief 
distribution and free school lunches, for Red Cross shipment 
to war refugees, and for release upon the market when the 
government may find it desirable. 

During the past week the Department of Agriculture an- 
nounced that 59,200 bags of dry beans had been purchased, 
bringing the total quantity purchased since March 15 to 
1,573,971 bags. The Department also announced the pur- 
chase of 10,000 cases of Maine sardines and 19,500 cases of 
other canned fish. 

The first of the following two tables contains a break-down 
of the most recent dry bean purchases by variety, along with 
a cumulative total. The second table contains a selected 
list of commodities purchased since June 7: 


Dry Bean Purcuases 
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Wage-Hour Requirements for Retail Concerns 


Effective July 1, the Wage and Hour Division will not 
regard any establishment in the retail field exempt from the 
minimum wage and maximum hour requirements of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act unless at least 75 per cent of its 
sales are retail. Furthermore, the Division will not consider 
a retail or service establishment to be in intrastate com- 
merce unless at least 50 per cent of its business is confined 
to intrastate sales and services. Both of these deciding 
factors will be considered on the basis of six-month periods 
ending June 30 and December 31 each year. 


These interpretations of the section of the law that exempts 
“any retail or service establishment the greater part of whose 
selling or servicing is in intrastate commerce” from the 
hour and wage limitations are contained in a revision of 
Interpretative Bulletin No. 6 made public by General Philip 
B. Fleming, the administrator, on June 16. The revised 
bulletin sets out, through numerous examples, the attributes 
that the Division will consider in deciding whether an estab- 
lishment falls within the exemption. Copies of the bulletin 
may be obtained upon request from any office of the Wage 
and Hour Division. 


RED CHERRY CROP FOR 1941 


Bumper 1940 Production Marketed Largely 
Through Canning Industry 


The 1941 crop of red cherries is placed at 79,150 tons 
(158,300,000 pounds), by the Agricultural Marketing Service, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. This compares with 
112,520 tons (225,040,000 pounds) produced in 1940. A 
year ago the U. S. Department of Agriculture estimated 
the 1940 crop at 108,120 tons. Thus the government's esti- 
mate of the 1941 crop is about 73 per cent of the estimate a 
year ago of the 1940 crop. 

In New York production is placed at 13,540 tons, or 67 
per cent of the 20,000 tons produced last year. In Michigan 
the government estimates the production at 27,090 tons, or 
58.6 per cent of the 1940 crop. Wisconsin's crop is estimated 
at 10,850 tons or 78 per cent of the 13,900 tons produced in 
Wisconsin last year. (Through a clerical error the prelimi- 
nary estimate of Wisconsin's 1940 crop was reported in last 
week's INFoRMATION LetreR as 12,410,000 pounds instead of 
12,410 tons.) These estimates are based on conditions as 
of June 1 and, of course, can not reflect growing conditions 
after that date. The size of the crop to be harvested this 
year will depend a great deal on growing conditions from 
June 1 to harvest time. 

The following table details the production of red cherries, 
by States, for the past four years, with estimates for 1941: 


1037 1938 1930 1940 1041 


| 
| 


State Tons Tons Tons Tons Tone 

19,980 14,920 25,970 20,000 13,540 
7,000 4,600 8,800 8,070 7,440 
RES 7,000 3,450 8,410 6,800 6,760 
33,553 12,700 34,270 46,200 27,000 
SESE 13,500 8,600 8,500 13,900 10,850 
Montana... 300 370 300 280 270 
SE ee 480 520 430 530 460 
3,280 5,000 3,770 4,000 3,480 
700 1,110 1,070 2.450 2,060 
4,900 6,650 6,800 7,900 5,800 
1,240 1,850 2,700 2,300 1,400 


S|: 


The utilization of the 1940 red cherry crop is based on 
canners’ reports to the Division of Statistics, National Can- 
ners Association, except for that portion of the crop not 
processed. The tonnage used on the farm, not harvested, 
and unusable because of poor quality, is taken from re- 
ports of the Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. Depart. 
ment of Agriculture. Other distribution represents the dif- 
ference between the government's report of production and 
the tonnage accounted for. It is assumed that “other dis- 
tribution” represents cherries sold for consumption fresh. 
It may, however, represent some unharvested cherries or 
tonnage not usable for other reasons. 


Red cherry growers sold 94,620 tons from the 1940 crop, 
according to reports of the Department of Agriculture. 87.6 
per cent of these sales were to processors. Canning ac- 
counted for 66 per cent, 18.7 per cent was frozen, and 2.9 
per cent brined. The 1940 crop of red cherries was the 
largest on record. The percentage of the crop canned was 
likewise the largest on record; thus the increase in the 
cherry crop has been marketed through the canning industry. 
The following table furnishes detail on utilization of the red 
cherry crop: 

Mich., 


en’ 10,227 44,363 7,855 62,445 
9,338 7,206 1,197 17,741 
Used on farm... 4,040 8,840 2,060 15,830 
Other diatribution 3,565 3,741 4,378 11,08 
Production...... 28,070 66,900 17,550 112,520 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of snap and lima beans, tomatoes, and green peas 
on the fresh market for the week ending June 7, 1941, were 
considerably smaller than for the corresponding week in 1940, 
according to the Agricultural Marketing Service, as evidenced 
by carlot shipments. 

Citrus fruits, on the other hand, were more than a fourth 
larger for the week ending June 7 this year than for the cor- 
responding term in 1940, 

The following table, compiled from A. M. S., statistics, 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Week ending — Season total to— 
June 7, June 7, May 31, June 7, June 7, 

VEGETABLES 1940 1941 1941 1940 1941 
Beans, snap and lima......... 170 06 164 3,702 3,549 
. 1,668 1,313 902 «7,184 «6,487 
108 61 87 «62,816 2,283 
ee 0 2 1 6,650 5,075 


Domestic, competingdirectly 724 705 908 36,765 


Citrus, domestic............. 3,014 4,276 4,002 115,764 126,053 
Others, domestic............. 781 603 411 6,000 6,247 


Freight Loss and Damage Increase 
Freight loss and damage payments made by the railroads 
of United States and Canada in 1940 totaled $21,059,149, an 
increase of 11.5 per cent over the preceding year, according 
to the Association of American Railroads. 
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Veterans Bureau Asks Bids on Canned Foods 


The Veterans Administration, Arlington Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has issued invitations for bids on canned sliced 
and crushed pineapple, canned pineapple juice, canned red 
sour, pitted cherries, and canned spinach. 

The bids on 2400 dozen No. 10 cans of crushed pineapple, 
8050 dozen No. 10 cans of sliced pineapple, and 4400 dozen 
No. 10 cans of pineapple juice are to be opened June 26. 
Bids on 1900 dozen No. 10 cans of red sour, pitted cherries 
are to be opened on June 25, and the bids on 5285 dozen No. 
10 cans of spinach on June 23. 

Deliveries of specified quantities of the canned pineapple, 
canned pineapple juice, and canned cherries are to be made 
to the supply depots at Perryville, Md.; Chicago, Ill.; and 
San Francisco, Calif., and of the canned spinach, at San 
Francisco and Chicago. 


CURRENT CANNED FOOD INDICATORS 


Data on Canned Foods Movements, Trends, and 
Supplies Furnished by Foodstuffs Division 


The heavy movement of canned foods into distributing 
channels and consumption continued in April and the Food- 
stuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, in its monthly report, issued this week, points out 
that shipments out of canners’ hands of eight major canned 
foods (five vegetables, one fruit, one fish, and milk) were 
13,000,000 compared with 11,000,000 in April of last year. 


Packers’ May 1 stocks of the above items were 30 per cent 
below those of a year ago (19.1 million cases compared with 
27.4 million). Packers’ stocks, June 1, for most of these 
items, will be reported by the National Canners Association 
in the next issue of the INrormation Lerten. 


The report of the Foodstuffs Divisions states that: 


Buying by the Surplus Marketing Administration under 
the Lend-Lease Act became an important influence in the 
market for certain canned foods during April and May. 
Purchase contracts awarded by this agency averaged 2.6 
million cases (spots and futures combined) 4 the two and 
a half months ending May 31. This may be compared with 
total average monthly consumption of all canned foods in 
the United States estimated at around 30 million cases. 


Spot prices of canned foods in general have shown rela- 
tively little changes during April and May. Items sought by 
S. M. A. were the principal exceptions, with increases equiva- 
lent to less than one cent per consumer size can noted 
in packers’ published quotations on grapefruit sections and 
juice, tomatoes, evaporated milk, and pilchards. 

With the canning and preserving industries needing to add 
somewhere around 20,000 to 30,000 seasonal workers in June, 
an additional 60.000 to 70,000 in July, another 100,000 in 
August and about 50,000 additional in the peak month of 
September, growers and canners are fearful that the draft 
and increased employment in other industries may make it 
dificult to obtain these workers to harvest and can the de- 
sired larger packs this year. 


Thirty Per Cent Less Carryover on Five Vegetables 


The carryover on May 1 of five major seasonal vegetables, 
combined, is estimated at 16,000,000 cases, which is 30 per 
cent less than the estimated total stocks of 23,000,000 cases 


held on May 1, 1940. Included in the May 1 stocks in can- — 


ners hands were about 1,000,000 cases of canned tomatoes, 
which by May 31, had been purchased by the Surplus Mar- 
keting Administration. As of May 1, therefore, about 15 
million cases of these five items remained for delivery into 
domestic commercial channels. The total carryover at the 
end of the last season (one to three months after May 1 for 
the respective five items) was estimated at 114% million cases. 


With combined stocks of two of these five seasonal vege- 
tables (corn and green and wax beans) about 1.7 million 
cases less on May | than actual shipments after that date 
last season, a combined movement for all five items of 1,000,- 
000 to 1,500,000 cases less than last year may be expected 
for the remainder of this season. This would leave an esti- 
mated total carryover of 4,500,000 to 5,500,000 cases (ex- 
clusive of any held for S. M. A. under purchases to May 
31) of these three items. 


A carryover of this size would be four to five per cent of 
the total supply available for the 1940-41 season. The sea- 
sonal canned vegetable carryover at the end of last season 
was 11 per cent of the total supply. Canners consider 10 
per cent a desirable carryover. 


Only canners of tomatoes and peas (of the major items) 
will end the current season with more than nominal stocks of 
odds and ends. Most of these stocks will be sold by the time 
supplies from new packs become available. 


Stocks and Shipments of Red Pitted Cherries 


Stocks of No. 2 red pitted cherries were larger on June 1, 
1941, than on June 1, 1940, but No. 10 stocks of this product 
were smaller, according to same-date comparisons for both 
years, made by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
Shipments for May, 1941, were greater than a year ago in 
both sizes, but the cumulative shipments during the season 
from July 1 to June 1 reveal a variation; they were smaller 
than a year ago for No. 2 stocks, but greater for No. 10's. 
The table following compares stocks and shipments on com- 
parable dates: 


1939 40 1040-41 
No. 2's No. 10's No. 2's No, 10's 


Cases Cases Cases Cases 
609% 22,034 69 733 75.7066 59,003 
Shipments for May....... 67,608 51,155 (119,474 54,700 


Shipments July 1 to June 1.... 1,905,754 1,041,561 1,914,772 1.208.977 


In the following table is shown, by regions and can sizes, 
a comparison of stocks and shipments of red pitted cherries: 


24 No. 2's 6 No. 10's = Mise. Total 
New York and Pennsylvania: Cases Cases Cases 
Stocks: sold not shipped... .. 7,952 5,480 503 13,935 
Stocks: unsold.............. 12,537 5,712 1,654 19 ,903 
Stocks: total......... 20,489 11,192 2,157 838 
Shipments for May.......... 13,790 1,806 21,563 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Ohio: 
Stocks: sold not shipped. .... 8,599 9,070 85 17,754 
36 , 843 11,643 4,729 53,215 
45,442 20,713 4,814 70,960 
Shipments for May.......... 100 , 888 32,672 688 134,248 
Western States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped..... 2,779 11,630 733 15,142 
7,056 15,468 3,800 26,324 
0,835 27,008 4,533 41,466 
Shipments for May.......... 4,796 16,151 1,077 22,024 
Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped..... 19,330 26,180 1,321 46,831 
Stools: 56 32,823 10,183 09 
75,706 59,003 11,504 =146,273 
Shipments for May.......... 119,474 54,700 3,661 177,835 
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A.A.A, Lifts Lima Bean Acreage Restriction 


The Agricultural Adjustment Administration recently has 
notified each of its State offices that lima beans for processing 
have been added to the list of other canning crops on 
which acreage restrictions were removed earlier in the 
season. These crops were tomatoes, beans, peas, and sweet 
corn, 

The Department of Agriculture press release of April 29 
stated, with respect to these exempted crops, that the “A.A.A. 
provisions will be amended so that farmers who contribute 
to the requested extension will not incur deductions from 
their farm program payments because of increases made this 
year in acreage.” The recent inclusion of lima beans for 
processing gives this crop the same status as those on which 
action has already been taken, through amendments which 
provided that: 


In determining compliance with vegetable acreage allot- 
ments in 1941, acreages of tomatoes, corn, peas and snap 
beans grown for processing in any form will not be con- 
sidered as commercial vegetables. In effect, this encourages 
such expanded production of these four vegetables for 
processing as farmers find possible to fit into their farming 
plans. 

Acreages of these four crops grown for processing will 
not be classified as soil-depleting in 1941. This change will 
enable growers in areas where total soil-depleting allotments 
are applicable to expand the acreages of these crops without 
incurring deductions from their payments. 


PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Information for Week Ending June 12 Compiled 
by Division of Statistics 


Yields of Alaskas have been very disappointing in the 
Middle-Atlantic, Ohio and Indiana regions, and are below 
average in other States of the Mid-West, in spite of fairly 
favorable growing conditions. Maine and parts of New York 
State need rain, whereas many fields in the Mid-West have 
been damaged from excessive rain. 

Damage from aphids is reported serious in Ohio and 
Indiana and parts of Wisconsin. The heavy infestation in the 
southern part of the State is rapidly being cut down by 
parasites and fungus. It is expected that fungus will keep 
the infestation down in the central and northern parts as soon 
as warmer temperatures develop. Ample moisture has kept 
vines growing and may keep the crop ahead of aphis, if 
these natural controls develop as expected. Alaskas are 
now out of danger of aphis damage. Root rot does not 
appear to be advancing to any extent; a few fields, however, 
are in bad condition, 

Maine.—Too early to report stands of peas. To date, 
temperatures have been high with low temperatures at night. 
Strong winds drying soil. No rain for two weeks. Aphids 
plentiful in clover. 

New York I.—Continued dry weather along the lake has 
retarded growth of peas; low temperatures, however, have 
aided somewhat. Southern part of district not so dry. Ex- 
pect to start packing about June 20, Light rains have im- 
proved conditions, but more is needed. Yields estimated 
from 55 to 60 cases on Early Sweets, and 60 to 70 on Lates. 

New York II and III.—One good rain during the week in 
District II and western part of III improved prospects. In 


the eastern part of III, however, lack of moisture is serious. 
Temperatures cool. Started packing Alaskas the latter part 
of the week, with prospects for about 50 cases to the acre. 
Early Sweets are estimated from 55 to 60 with Lates at 60 
cases per acre. 


New York 1V.—Rains needed badly. Vines short, with 
fill of pods uneven. Estimates of yields of Alaskas and 
Early Sweets, 50 cases per acre. 


Atiantic I and II1.—Report of pack not complete 
for these districts, but it ranges from 20 to 50 per cent of 
normal yields. 


Attantic IIl.—Alaska pack in southern part of 
district completed, with yields of about 60 cases per acre. 
Yields estimated in northern part at 65 cases. Plenty of 
rainfall during week with moderate temperatures has greatly 
improved condition of Sweets. Pods are full and yields are 
estimated at from 100 to 110 cases per acre. 


Onto.—Pack of Alaskas completed in central and southern 
part. Dry weather caused severe “bunching” and yields 
were from 25 to 30 cases per acre. Because of drenching 
rains during the week, many of the Late Sweet fields are 
under water, but appearance of vines is still good. Very 
heavy aphid infestation in Late Sweets has caused severe 
damage. Survey on Wednesday shows number of fields may 
not be worth harvesting. Rains have temporarily improved 
aphid conditions, however, in other fields. 


InptaANnA.—Alaska pack finished in central and southern 
part, with yields from 40 to 45 cases per acre. Started pack- 
ing Sweets June 10, but heavy rains have delayed opera- 
tions. Serious damage by aphids has cut yields severely. 
From first runs, yields estimated at 22 cases per acre. 


Iuino1s.—-In central part of State temperatures have 
been slightly below normal with ample rainfall. Conditions 
are about normal, with prospective yields of about 70 cases 
on Alaskas. Northern part of State, where canning of 
Alaskas was started June 11, yields are light, due to aphid 
damage. Considerable aphis on later fields of Sweets. 
Unable to treat on account of rain. 


Micuican.—Light rains with cool nights during the week 
have improved growing conditions temporarily. Aphis 
not serious, but increasing in Sweets. First blooming in 
central part June 10. 

Wisconsin I.—Packing of Alaskas started this week with 
light yields on first run. Estimated average yield of about 
60 cases per acre. Heavy rains with cool weather during 
the week have improved prospects for Late Sweets. Aphid 
infestation serious. 

Wisconsin II.—-Alaska canning started this week. Heavy 
rains, however, had delayed harvesting. Some damage from 
aphids. Yields estimated at 45 to 50 cases per acre. Growth 
of Late Sweets very good. First bloom June 8. Some fields 
getting weedy. Aphids being controlled. 

Wisconsin III].--Heavy rains during week caused severe 
water damage on about 20 per cent of acreage. Frost and 
aphid damage also serious in some parts. Aphids particu 
larly bad in Calumet County, with Sheboygan County now 
under control. Aphis continue serious in northern part of 
district due to low temperatures. Alaska yields estimated 
at 65 cases per acre. 

Wisconsin IV.—Past week has been rainy with very low 
temperatures. Aphid infestation is not serious, About 
90 per cent of acreage being dusted. Alaska crop will be 
late; packing may start latter part of June. 

Wisconsin V.—Rains during the first part of June 
brought peas along nicely. Very little threat of aphis. It 
has been necessary to dust in only very limited areas. Alaska 
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packing started in southern part of district June 10. No 
information on yields as yet. 


Minnesota.—Heavy rains and cold, cloudy weather have 
reduced the crop prospects considerably. Root rot is develop- 
ing on the heavier, poorly-drained soils, along with yellowed 
vine condition. Aphid infestation has been reduced by rains, 
disease and predators in most areas, but is still heavy in spots. 

lowa.—Rains the past week have hampered harvesting of 
the peas and held back maturity. Yields of Alaskas have 
been only fair; however, the quality is very good, especially 
the late plantings. Harvest of Perfections will begin the 
latter part of this week. 


Cotorapo.—Cool weather and rainfall have benefited 
crop generally. Fill of pods good with prospect for 75 
cases of Alaskas per acre. 

Wasnincton-Orecon I.-—Canning just beginning for early 
plantings. First runs 85 to 90 cases per acre. Tempera- 
tures above 90 June 12 and 13th, but no apparent damage. 
Vines very heavy, quality of peas excellent. Excessive rain- 
fall last week has improved aphid condition. Border trap 
control for weevil progressing in good shape in late peas. 


The following table shows temperature and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending June 10, 1940 and 1941; 


‘Temperature 
departure from 
normal 
1940 
Degrees 


REPORTING DISTRICT 


Maine 


New York Il 
New York IIT 


Middle-Atlantic I 
Middle-Atlantic II 
Middle-Atlantic III 


Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan . 
Wisconsin I 
Wisconsin Il 
Wisconsin III 
Wisconsin IV 
Wisconsin V 
Minnesota 


+ 


Wyoming 

Montana 
Washington-Oregon I 
Washington-Oregon II 
Puget Sound 


Li 


Indexes of Employment and Prices 


Prices of foods in retail stores continued to advance during 


the month ending May 13, 1941. Retail prices of all foods, 
taken as a group, increased 1.5 per cent between April 15, 
and May 13, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Fresh fruits and vegetable prices advanced 3.3 per cent dur- 
ing this period, while canned foods showed only a 1.1 per 
cent increase. Compared with prices a year ago, the all 
foods group was up 5.1 per cent while for canned foods the 
increase was only 1.3 per cent. 


The wholesale price index of all commodities gained 0.7 
per cent during the week ending June 7, 1941, and is now 
8.5 per cent higher than a year ago. The wholesale price of 
all foods showed a gain of 2.3 per cent over the previous week 


and is 11.0 per cent higher than the corresponding week of 
1940. 

Indexes of employment and payrolls for all industries 
continued their steady rise from March to April, employ- 
ment gaining 2.4 per cent while payrolls went up 3.2 per cent. 
Employment for April in the canning and preserving in- 
dustry showed a marked increase over March of 16 per cent, 
but was lower by 7 per cent than April a year ago; canning 
payrolls increased 11.2 per cent over March of this year and 
were 3.6 per cent higher than April, 1940. 


In the following tables, derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the employment and payrolls indexes are 
based on the average for the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per 
cent. The wholesale prices have the average for the year 
1926 taken as a base, while for retail prices the average for 
the years 1935-39 is taken as 100 per cent. 
————Retail 


May 13, Apr. 15, 
ml 1941 


Prices— --———-- 
Mar. 18, May 14 
1940 

100.6 
102.5 
93.1 
-——Wholesale Prices 
June 7, May 31, May 24, May 17, 
1941 1041 1041 1041 
All commodities 85.9 85.2 85.0 84.6 83.2 77.4 
All foods 81.5 79.2 70.5 79.7 78.0 70.5 
-Payrolls—- 
April March April April March 
1941 1941 1940 1941 


122.3 119.9 103.2 134.4 131.2 
75.6 


98.4 
98.1 
92.5 


97.0 
107.8 
2.9 


Fresh fruits and vegetables 
Canned fruits and vegetables 


May 3, June 8, 
1941 1940 


All industries. . . 
Canning and pre- 
80.4 


103.4 86.8 


Are You on the List to Make Bids? 


The Quartermaster Depot at Chicago on June 9 issued in- 
vitations to bid on canned tomatoes totaling 117,626 dozen 
No. 2% cans. These are for delivery at Fort McClellan, 
Alabama; Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas; Camps 
Callen, Roberts, San Luis Obispo, and Forts Ord, and 
Mason, California; the Atlanta Quartermaster Depot, 
Georgia; Fort Bragg and the Charlotte Quartermaster 
Depot, North Carolina; Fort Jackson, South Carolina; 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee; and Fort Lewis, Washington. 
The invitation provides for alternative bids of equivalent 
quantities in No. 2’s or No. 10's, 

As has been stated in the Inrormation Letter previously, 
canners who are interested in bidding on tomatoes and other 
vegetables and who have not already requested that their 
names be put on the list to receive such invitations, should 
at once write or telegraph the Chicago Quartermaster Depot, 
1819 West Pershing Road, Chicago, Illinois, to that effect. 
This is particularly important since the Chicago Depot is 
one of the three centralized purchase points for Army 
canned foods supplies. Practically all canned vegetables, 
canned meat, and evaporated milk are to be procured there. 


Other central depots are those at New York, which will 
purchase jams, pickles, and all types of condiments, and 
San Francisco, where procurement of canned fruits and 
fish is to be centralized. To get on the lists to receive 
invitations to bid from these two depots, canners should 
address: the Quartermaster Supply Officer, New York Gen- 
eral Depot, Ist Avenue and 58th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 
and the Quartermaster Supply Officer, San Francisco Gen- 
eral Depot, Fort Mason, San Francisco, California. 


Rainfall 
1940 1941 
Inches 
New 83.2 
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| 
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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Measures Introduced on Commodity Credit, Parity 
Prices, and Selective Service 


A bill to extend the life of the Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion and to increase its resources was reported to the House 
last week by the Banking and Currency Committee. It 
would direct the Secretary of Agriculture, through com- 
modity loans, purchases, or other operations, to support the 
price of basic and non-basic agricultural commodities at 
85 per cent of parity. 


This proposed duty of the Secretary, with relation to non- 
basic commodities, would apply, however, only during the 
existing national emergency and only to commodities, the 
production of which has been expanded through the en- 
couragement of the Department of Agriculture. According 
to terms of the bill, such price-supporting operations, when 
undertaken, are to be continued until sufficient notice has 
been given the producers to permit a readjustment in the 
production of the commodity. 


The bill also declares it to be the policy of Congress that 
all purchase and loan operations of the Department shall 
be carried out so as to bring the price and income of the 
producers of agricultural commodities to a fair parity rela- 
tionship with other commodities. The bill would increase 
amount of bonds, notes, or other obligations of the Corpora- 
tion that may be outstanding at any one time from $1,400.- 
000,000 to $2,650,000,000 and the life of the Corporation 
would be extended from June 30 of this year until June 30, 
1946, 


The resolution of Senator Thomas of Oklahoma for hear- 
ings to be held by the Senate Committee on Agriculture on 
the question of parity prices for basic, necessary, and essential 
farm commodities was favorably reported to the Senate, 
Thursday. The resolution, if adopted by the Senate also 
would request the Agriculture Committee to consider the 
advisability of formulating and reporting to the Senate 
legislation defining such parity prices. 


A further provision of the resolution states that, pending 
action by the Committee pursuant to the resolution, “no 
agency of the Government should assume to exercise im- 
plied power in undertaking to fix maximum prices on any 
of the said basic, necessary, and essential farm commodities 
below the tentative parity prices fixed by the Department of 
Agriculture as of May 15, 1941.” 


An amendment to the Selective Service Act to permit the 
President to take over any plant in which the national defense 
program is impeded or delayed by an existing or threatened 
failure of production as a result of a strike, labor disturbance, 
or other cause was approved by the Senate this week and 
sent to the House. In passing the amendment, the Senate 
approved additional provisions condemning strikes or lock- 
outs that impede the national defense effort and strikes or 
lock-outs in which either side refuses to recognize arbitration 
or mediation. A further statement of Congressional policy 
with regard to labor also was adopted asserting that coopera- 
tion between government, management, and labor can best be 
achieved by wholehearted acceptance of collective bargaining. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Sweet Corn 


Stocks of canned sweet corn in canners’ hands on June 1, 
1941 were nearly 4,000,000 cases smaller than stocks on the 
same date of the year before, according to figures compiled 
by the Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments dur- 
ing May were slightly less than during May of last year, but 
shipments for the present season—August 1, 1940 to June 1, 
194]1-—were somewhat more than for the previous season. 


The following table gives comparative figures on stocks 
and shipments: 


Stocks: Cases 
June 1, 1041. .... 1, 187,261 

Shipments during: 

August 1, 1940 to June 1, 1041 ‘ 17,970,205 


In the table below are shown, by regions and varieties, the 
stocks in canners’ hands on June 1, 1941: 


Eastern States Western States 


Cream style: Cases Cases 
Evergreen 68,759 42,141 
Narrow Grain 23,376 63,615 
Country Gentleman ; 7,856 130,414 
Bantam Golden 146,321 130,616 

Whole kernel: 

Bantam Golden... . . 119,726 346,128 
White 30,377 43,611 


May shipments of corn on the cob amounted to 30,894 
cases, of which eastern canners shipped 6,735 cases, and 
western canners, 24,159 cases, 


Conservation Measures in Tin and Steel 


The Office of Production Management has called upon 
manufacturers of collapsible tubes to effect a saving of about 
1,000 tons of tin annually or approximately 70% of the tin 
now used in the manufacture of tubes for shaving prepara- 
tions, paints, and adhesives and also is taking steps to cur- 
tail production of sheet and strip steel and to use the rolling 
mill capacity thus released to turn out plates for shipbuilding, 
railway car building, and other urgent defense purposes. 


O.P.M. asked that tubes known as “10 per cent tin-coated” 
or tin alloys in which the total overall usage of tin would not 
exceed 15 per cent be substituted for 100 per cent tin tubes 
now manufactured for the three above-named commodities. 
This substitution will apply as well to tubes for the same 
purpose that were formerly fabricated of aluminum. 


In the matter of the production of sheet and strip steel used 
by the automobile, refrigerator and other industries, produc- 
tion for them will be continued to the extent that defense 
needs do not engage available facilities, it was stated. A 
number of sheet and strip mills are expected to begin plate 
production shortly. 
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